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The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Isaiah 8:23-9:3; Matthew 4:12-23 
 
My dad liked tropical fish. But it seemed like it always took a little more care than the family was up for 
giving.  In my youngest years, I saw the tank in the store room gaining dust year of year. Then in my 
teens, Dad got the fish bug again and bought a new larger—I actually remember it said “55 gallons” on 
the label—tank.  We had a few mishaps.  The main one was when he let me talk him into piling one end 
of the aquarium high with the gravel very high so it made a slope.  I thought it might make life more 
interesting for the fish to have a shallow end.  Well, it might have made it more interesting for them for 
a day, but the next morning, to my horror, all the fish were lying dad on the dry gravel and the whole 
basement floor was wet.  The big pile of gravel on the one end, caused the bottom glass to crack.   
 
After that day, I made special care to be good to the fish, even when it tried my patience.  Many of you 
know, I’m sure, that when you buy a new fish and bring it home in a plastic bag, you shouldn’t just dump 
it into the aquarium.  The temperature and water quality difference between bag and tank might be 
great and really stress the fish.  So, you put the plastic baggie into the water with the fish in it and the 
waters will gradually mix and when the fish is ready, it will leave the bag.  It was like watching water boil, 
but harder on my patience. 
 
I like that image of the baggie in the water to describe our common call to conversion.  As I’ve said many 
times, I think life is a journey of becoming less self-centered and more God-centered. Changing our 
mindset is the essence of conversion.  That’s what JBap and Jesus called for when they said “Repent for 
the Kingdom of God is at hand!” But more than changing our mindset, conversion also allows us to swim 
in larger, more expansive waters, beyond the little baggie of our own concerns.  
 
This, it seems to me, is what got the first followers of Jesus excited. It says in the text that they “at 
once,” and “immediately” dropped their nets. But let’s recall that Jesus had been in the area for a while, 
preaching and teacher.  It makes sense to me that he sparked a fire in Simon, Andrew, James (our 
patron) and John.  They heard Jesus proclaim the Kingdom of God (Matthew uses the phrase Kingdom of 
Heaven, but he’s not talking about an afterlife—he’s writing to Jewish Christians and they considered it 
more reverent not to use the word “God” and so he replaces it with heaven) right in front of us, “at 
hand.” They surely heard Jesus speak of the love of God drawing near to His people and the possibility of 
being part of that kingdom where anguish will be taken away, hunger fed, darkness dispelled, 
gloominess give way to brightness, where joy reigns, peace reigns, burdens lifted and all are free….when 
we learn to follow God and love one another. They witnessed his healings and the way he gave God and 
people’s faith all the credit.  They were ready to drop their nets at the first sound of his call, “Follow 
me.” It’s almost as though, hearing Jesus, they recognized their own desires. 
 
Do you hear the call of God in your life? Have you been enticed out of your little baggie of self-concern 
into the wider world of God’s concern? I was thinking that there are two preconditions to hearing the 
call of God in our hearts.  1. Having a sense of right and wrong, and 2. Having a relationship with God, 
and trusting that God loves you and wants to use you to love others. In order to fish for people we have 
to be caught ourselves, fascinated by God, curious about God, yearning for God as the only one who con 
ultimately fulfill our desires.  Then, some will hear and follow the call because they know it helps them 
be more whole.  Others will hear and follow the call because they want to be a person who lives for 



others. Still others will hear and follow the call of God simply because they know it’s what God wants 
and their lives are in God’s hands.   
 
May we know the love of God in our lives and develop confidence in discerning his voice, for one thing is 
certain in our faith: God is calling us to love one another.  How we respond to that call is the adventure 
of a lifetime, as we venture forth from our little baggies of self-concern.     


